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Looking at queer pop from different angles? Given
the musical diversity the LGBTIQ+ community
expresses on stages all around the world, it’s not a
small claim. All five tracks on MKSM's debut EP
successfully establish this vast and confident
expanse of influences and depicts in a
contemporary fashion what has made queer pop
music so unique for decades.

From the fragile ballad COLLIDE in which MKSM
reflects on the growing connection between two
people, to the infectious string arrangements in
SIRENS and the hope-fueled disco number BE
ALRIGHT, this EP presents an artistic vision which is
thought-provoking in its musical diversity but also its
disarming honesty.
 

HOLD ME DOWN, the EP's main track and latest
release, expands the stylistic repertoire of a singer-
songwriter and violinist who knows how to
authentically approach all moods - the highs as well
as the lows - both musically and lyrically.

Consequently, the confrontation with one’s self, with
one’s own highs and lows, hopes and fears, is
essential in HOLD ME DOWN - conflicts that
everyone is faced with at some point in life, but that
everyone can grow from.

The fact that MKSM is not afraid to talk about
painful truths, to address one’s struggles, be they
with alcohol or other dark chapters of life, speaks in
his favour. A track that lays bare his soul. The
accompaniment of beat patterns, straight from the
80s and the intensifying, ambivalent aftertaste of
the track with its rich synths and distorted violins
elegantly resolves apparent contradictions.

‚We tried to bring the 80s sound into the present
day. Inspired by artists like The Weeknd,’ states
MKSM about his creative process.

In the video of the song, he is supported by Berlin-
based drag performer and DJ Bambi Mercury, one of
the contestants on "Queen Of Drags" (Pro 7), and
together with dancers from the Berlin University of
the Arts (UDK), they visually reproduce the inner life
of the artist.
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HOLD ME DOWN

M a k s i m  ( t h e  s i n g e r ’ s  n a m e )  s e e s  h i m s e l f  a s  a  v o i c e  f o r
t h e  m a r g i n a l i s e d .  T h e  s i n g e r - s o n g w r i t e r  a n d  v i o l i n i s t
h a s  m a n y  i d e n t i t i e s  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f :  a s  a n  o p e n l y  g a y
l a t e  r e - s e t t l e r ,  h e  c a m e  t o  G e r m a n y  t o  f i n d  h i s
l a n g u a g e  -  h e  s t u t t e r e d  h e a v i l y  i n  t h e  p a s t  -  a n d  t o
s t u d y  c l a s s i c a l  v i o l i n  t o  b e c o m e  a  p o p  m u s i c i a n .  T h i s  i s
p r e c i s e l y  w h y  M K S M  a s  a  s o n g w r i t e r  r e p e a t e d l y  d e a l s
w i t h  t o p i c s  s u c h  a s  a c c e p t a n c e ,  e q u a l i t y ,  l o v e ,  a n d  t h e
s e a r c h  f o r  o n e ’ s  s e l f .

A f t e r  w i n n i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  » L G B T Q  M u s i c  A w a r d«  a s
N e w c o m e r  o f  t h e  Y e a r  2 0 1 9 ;  w r i t i n g  c a m p a i g n  s o n g s  f o r
L G B T I Q +  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  s u c h  a s
E n o u g h i s E n o u g h !  a n d  1 0 0 %  M E N S C H ;  b e i n g  n o m i n a t e d
f o r  a  L I S T E N  T O  B E R L I N  A w a r d  w i t h  h i s  o r c h e s t r a l  i n d i e
t r a c k  K N O W  Y O U R  L O V E  l a s t  y e a r ,  a n d  p e r f o r m i n g  a t
t h e  v i r t u a l  G L O B A L  P R I D E  2 0 2 0  o n  t h e  E u r o p e a n
H i g h l i g h t  S t a g e ,  M K S M ’ s  d e b u t  E P  s h o w s  w h y  q u e e r  p o p
h a s  m o r e  t o  s a y  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .

LOVE 
ALWAYS
WINS

H O L D  M E  D O W N  i s  t h e  m a i n  t r a c k  o f  t h e  E P .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t
M K S M  i s  n o t  a f r a i d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  p a i n f u l  t r u t h s ,  t o
a d d r e s s  o n e ’ s  s t r u g g l e s ,  b e  t h e y  w i t h  a l c o h o l  o r  o t h e r
d a r k  c h a p t e r s  o f  l i f e ,  s p e a k s  i n  h i s  f a v o u r .  T h e
a c c o m p a n i m e n t  o f  b e a t  p a t t e r n s ,  s t r a i g h t  f r o m  t h e  8 0 s
a n d  t h e  i n t e n s i f y i n g ,  a m b i v a l e n t  a f t e r t a s t e  o f  t h e  t r a c k
w i t h  i t s  r i c h  s y n t h s  a n d  d i s t o r t e d  v i o l i n s  e l e g a n t l y
r e s o l v e s  a p p a r e n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .

D r o w n i n g  f e a r s  w h e n  t h e  n i g h t  c a l l s
P l a s t i c  d r e a m s  -  f l a s h i n g  r a i n b o w s
C h a s i n g  h i g h s  w h e n  t h e  b e a t  g o e s
S l o w  m e  d o w n  -  s l o w  m e  d o w n

I n  t h e  v i d e o  o f  t h e  s o n g ,  h e  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  B e r l i n - b a s e d
d r a g  p e r f o r m e r  a n d  D J  B a m b i  M e r c u r y ,  o n e  o f  t h e
c o n t e s t a n t s  o n  " Q u e e n  O f  D r a g s "  ( P r o  7 ) ,  a n d  t o g e t h e r
w i t h  d a n c e r s  f r o m  t h e  B e r l i n  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  A r t s  ( U D K ) ,
t h e y  v i s u a l l y  r e p r o d u c e  t h e  i n n e r  l i f e  o f  t h e  a r t i s t .  

C O L L I D E  -  a  h y m n  t o  e t e r n a l  g a y  l o v e
T h e  v i d e o  s h o w s  t w o  g a y  c o u p l e s  a n d  t h e i r  s t o r i e s ,  f r o m
m o v i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  n e w  a p a r t m e n t  t o  f i n d i n g  h a p p i n e s s ,  t o
u n s h a k a b l e  i n t i m a c y  i n  o l d  a g e ;  i t  s y m b o l i s e s  w h a t  l o v e
r e a l l y  i s  -  g r o w i n g  o l d  t o g e t h e r ,  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  l e t  g o
d e s p i t e  o c c a s i o n a l  c o l l i s i o n s .  I t  i s  a b o u t  f i n d i n g  o u t
a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n  w h a t  i t  i s  t h a t  y o u  v a l u e  i n  e a c h  o t h e r .
( q u e e r . d e )

B u t  a l s o  S I R E N S  a n d  B E  A L R I G H T  d e a l  v i s u a l l y  a n d
l y r i c a l l y  w i t h  L G B T I Q +  r e l e v a n t  t o p i c s ,  s u c h  a s  c o m i n g  o u t
a n d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  c o m e  w i t h  i t ,  o r  s i m p l y
c e l e b r a t i n g  y o u r s e l f  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h o  y o u  l o v e  o r  w h i c h
g e n d e r  i d e n t i t y  y o u  i d e n t i f y  a s .

H e r e ' s  a  h i d d e n  l i n k  t o  
a l r e a d y  r e l e a s e d  E P  t r a c k s :  
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 L I V E  V I D E O S  

C O N T A C T

C H O S E N  F A M I L Y  -  t h e  f i r s t  q u e e r  C h r i s t m a s  s o n g  m a d e  i n
G e r m a n y .  T h e  s o n g  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  L G B T I Q +  c o m m u n i t y  a s  a  c h o s e n
f a m i l y .  W i t h  t h i s  t i m e l e s s  m u s i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  C h r i s t m a s
s e a s o n ,  M K S M  d r a w s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  s t i l l
d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  f o r  t h e i r  s e x u a l  i d e n t i t y  i n  s o c i e t y .

T o m m y  T o a l i n g l i n g  -  a  q u e e r  Y o u t u b e r  -  t a k e s  o n  t h e  l e a d i n g  r o l e
i n  t h e  v i d e o  o f  B A C K  H O M E  a n d  s a y s :  E v e r y  f a m i l y  v i s i t  d u r i n g  t h e
C h r i s t m a s  p e r i o d  f e e l s  l i k e  a  j o u r n e y  i n t o  t h e  p a s t  f o r  m e .  M y  o w n
s e l f  m e e t s  m y  y o u n g e r  s e l f .  M y  n e w  s e l f ,  m e e t s  m y  y o u n g e r ,  m y  o l d
s e l f !  I  i n e v i t a b l y  b e c o m e  t h a t  c l o s e t e d  t e e n a g e r  a g a i n  w h o
s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  h i s  s e x u a l i t y ,  w h o  h a d  t o  h i d e  a n d  o f t e n  f e l t  a l o n e .
"
T h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  w h a t  t h e  s o n g  i s  a b o u t :  c o m i n g  h o m e  f o r  C h r i s t m a s
a n d  b e i n g  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  y o u r  o l d  s e l f  a g a i n .  

I N T E R V I E W S  &  P R E S S  ( G E R M A N  &  I N T E R N A T I O N A L )  

B E  A L R I G H T  -  L I V E  S E S S I O N
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https://www1.wdr.de/mediathek/audio/cosmo/radio-po-russki/audio-radio-po-russki---audio-on-demand--2526.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KWoFwz_1T00
https://www.maarwegstudio2.com/site/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YEA-foKt3_8u7Yyjux46ZBe0nlHxcOAQ?usp=sharing
https://www.instagram.com/mksm.music/
https://www.facebook.com/MKSM.music/
https://open.spotify.com/artist/6PrTFzpmEtnqnQzmIYcWjN?si=QHZccBk0TECouGE0BcQXhw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD-Zg3foK8qGEqwUi9jk7kA
https://lnk.to/MKSM_BackHome
https://www.bild.de/lgbt/2020/lgbt/neuer-song-collide-von-mksm-jede-liebe-ist-wertvoll-73540264.bild.html
https://www.queer.de/video-des-tages.php?vid=648
https://www.maenner.media/kultur/musik/mksm/
https://youtu.be/bsMNkw2DQYk
https://www.hollywoodtramp.de/youtuber-tommy-toalingling-thematisiert-outing-zu-weihnachten/
https://vimeo.com/517525702
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